Lockdown in Lincoln, Part II
Safety and Security in La Placita

Social Studies Lesson Plan
Grades 4, 5 & 7
SWBATD comprehension of the purpose of the

historic Lincoln torreon by explaining how it served as
a defensive structure.

Materials:
!
!
!

computer with PowerPoint presentation
projector
white board or screen

Day 2~
Anticipatory Set:

Questions:
• “Did anyone’s house get invaded by aliens last
night? If your house had been invaded by aliens,
where would you have gone?
• Now imagine you didn’t have a house, in fact, there
were no houses or buildings around. Did you see
any natural features in your environment where
you could have hidden from the aliens?”

Discussion:
!
!
!

NM Standards:
Strand: History
• I-A – Describe how
contemporary and
historical people and
events influenced NM
communities and
regions.
• I-A1.- Identify
important issues,
events and
individuals from New
Mexico pre-history to
the present.
Strand: Geography:
• II-A – Describe how
contemporary and
historical people and
events influenced
New Mexico
communities and
regions.
• II-E – Describe how
economic, political,
cultural and social
processes interact to
shape patterns of
human populations
and their
interdependence,
cooperation and
conflict.

Ask “if aliens did suddenly show up, what might we
speculate brought them here?” (Our planet’s
resources such as water, food, minerals.)
Discuss how we might feel about these creatures
coming into our world and the fear that they might
take the things that we need to survive.
Explain how it is a human instinct to want to
protect our basic survival necessities. Sometimes a
culture will invade another culture to acquire
things that aren’t necessities, such as gold or other precious metals. But through most of
human history, battles and wars were fought over food, water and land.
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Learning Activity:

Torreon Power Point. The following is covered in the PP
presentation, but if unable to show PP presentation:
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Vocabulary

! Many of the early Hispanic settlers who came to the Rio
Bonito Valley came from the Monzano and Socorro areas of
torreon – a round, towerNew Mexico territory. They were farmers and
like, fortified building,
sheepherders who had lived near the Rio Grande. What do
used as a defensive
you think made them move? (Raids by Native American
structure
Tribes? Drought? The search for better land and a better
sentry – a person
life?)
strategically placed to
! To the Hispanic settlers, valleys to the southeast appeared
watch for danger
perfect for settlement. The soil was fertile for planting,
placita – Spanish for “little
game was abundant in the hills and mountains and a river
plaza” as in a town
flowed through the valleys providing water.
square
! Unfortunately, the water that had created the fertile valley
jacal - /häˈkäl/- a housing
and filled the river was from “The Sacred Mountain,” Sierra
structure made of closeBlanca. The Apache people did not want settlers moving in
set poles tied together;
and scaring off the game, diverting water from the river or
then filled with mud,
trespassing on their sacred, ancestral sites.
clay and grasses.
! Despite concerns of Apache retaliation, a few families
moved into the valley. They called their new home La
Placita del Rio Bonito, which means “village by the pretty
! river.” Placita is Spanish for “little plaza.”
! What do you think was the first structure the settlers decided to build?
! Led by Enrique Trujillo, the families worked together to build a torreon. Torreons were
common in early New Mexico settlements. They served as a place of safety and
! defense for the settlers.
! The torreon in La Placita may have originally been four stories tall, with interior levels like a
layered cake, and surrounded by a 10 foot wall.
! Once the settlers had a place to go for safety, they could build their individual homes. There
were no Home Depot, Lowe’s Home Improvement or WalMart stores in the 1850s. What could
the settlers use for building materials?
! The settlers used what was availalbel to build jacals (huh-kahls). First they would drive wood
posts into the ground at intervals. Then smaller horizontal branches would be woven or tied
between the vertical posts for support.
! Then mud or adobe was used to plaster the wood posts which made the jacal weatherproof.
Adobe is made by mixing clay soil, water and straw. It stays cool in the summer and holds in
heat when a fire is built in the winter.
! The jacals were built in close proximity to the torreon. The villagers then dug trenches from
their jacal to the torreon so that they could go to the safety of the tower without being exposed
as they ran between their homes and the torreon.
! A sentry, or person who keeps watch, would sound an alarm at the first sign of danger. If there
was time, the villagers would herd their animals inside the wall surrounding the torreon. The
animals were often the most valuable possessions that the people had.
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Learning Activity cont.

! Once inside the safety of the plaza compound, the men took their weapons and occupied the
upper levels of the torreon. The women and children huddled together on the ground level.
! The torreon had a fireplace for warmth and the families mostly stayed there at night. The
women only brought food for the children, but during the day, the villagers would come out and
go to their jacals.
! Can you imagine squeezing into a small space with all of your family and neighbors? You
had no way to know how long you were going to be in there!
! The torreon had several advantages that made it an effective defensive structure. What do you
think those advantages might have been? (Height for a 360 degree view. Thick, rock walls
for strength. Small windows to safely aim and fire.)
! The La Placita torreon played an important role in protecting the citizens of Lincoln (formerly La
Placita) during the Horrell and Lincoln County Wars. Sadly, by the early 1900s, the torreon had
almost disappeared. In fact, very few of New Mexico’s original torreons still exist.
! In 1935, the Chaves County Historical Society took on reconstruction of the torreon under the
Federal Reconstruction Act. Today, the Lincoln torreon still stands as a symbol of the challenges
of life in early New Mexico.

Closure:
!

Exit Ticket: Write down 3 reasons that the torreon worked well as a defensive structure.
(Possible answers: height, made of rock, thick walls, small holes for shooting, 360 degree
view.)

Homework:

“Tonight, think about ways that your family defends the home from intrusion.” (Locked doors,
dog, security/alarm systms, shrubs under windows, etc.

